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Pobre Ana by Blaine Ray The easiest novel in an easy series of novels for first-year students. Ana

is a 15-year-old California girl who leads a tough life. Her mother is always on her. Her family

doesn't have much money, but her best friends' families are rich. She's extremely jealous of them.

When she gets an opportunity to go to Mexico, she goes to a small city where she lives with a very

nice family that is poorer than her own family. Her view of her life changes radically. When she gets

back to California, she sees everything in a different light. Pobre Ana is short and easy.
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My granddaughter (5th grader) is learning basic Spanish but is tired of the rote memorization. I got

her this little book and now she is actually reading! The young woman in the story is 15, so her

problems and home life relate to middle and high-schoolers. The text is repetitive enough to provide

practice for new words, but not cheesy. My granddaughter reads the same pages over every day to

improve fluency, and surprised herself with her progress. I wish I had had these when I was learning

Spanish. Reading real stories out loud improves pronunciation, fluency, spelling, vocabulary, and

best of all, attitude!

This is not the book that I received. Mine has a different picture on front and has additional words in

places, which confuses me as I am listening to the cd at the same time.

I love the repetition for beginners! Very good and engaging for beginning students. I wish I could



buy a classroom set! Like many teachers, especially foreign language teachers in the USA, my

budget is $0. All supplies and resources come out of my own pocket. So, one copy on the

smartboard, and the audio-book on CD. I'd buy the whole series if I could!

Pobre Ana is a great book for beginning Spanish students. It is easy to understand, and if one

purchases the CD it really helps because the native speaker does an excellent job reading it and

makes it very understandable. The book increases ones Spanish vocabulary greatly. If you are

serious about learning the Spanish language then this is the book for you. It is a "gateway" to further

reading and understanding Spanish. Lee

It's read very slowly, and easy to understand, good job.

This is a great little book for Spanish students like myself. What I especially liked about it was that I

was actually able to read it as it contained every day words in the present tense. It was particularly

useful for getting to grips with indirect object pronouns which are used throughout the book and now

I have a greater understanding of how to use them in every day speech rather than isolated phrases

in a text book.

Arrived as promised in excellent condition. Great for Spanish 1 class. Page numbers are different

from earlier editions. Nice dictionary included in book

Great - great beginner book. Uses the same words again and again in different ways, to expose you

to the most highly used vocabulary, but because it's in story format, it's not boring, and your brain

remembers it.I use it every year with my Spanish students instead of a boring textbook with drills.

My students learn the language faster, and have more fun doing it.
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